Cytopathology of the tall cell variant of thyroid papillary carcinoma.
The tall cell variant of thyroid papillary carcinoma differs from classic papillary carcinoma in its more aggressive clinical behavior, cell type (columnar amphophilic to oxyphilic) and higher frequency of stromal lymphoid infiltrate. A retrospective study of three such cases was made, with an emphasis given to the utility of fine needle aspiration cytology in their identification. Aspirates revealed papillary fronds and cyanophilic and oxyphilic neoplastic cells with a high proportion of nuclear grooves and cytoplasmic inclusions. These nuclear details allowed a specific diagnosis of papillary carcinoma with oxyphil cells as compared to oxyphilic cell follicular tumors. Smears from two cases showed, in addition, lymphoid cells and multinucleate giant cells. In them a diagnosis of coexisting Hashimoto's disease, granulomatous thyroiditis or inflammatory tumor stroma could not be excluded cytologically.